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SUB J : HARMEL'S VIEWS ON FRANCE AND EUROPE 

1 . DURING THE COURSE OF MY LUNCHEON ON DECEMBER 23 WITH PIERRE 
HARMEL, HE MADE SOME INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS ON THE FRENCH/ 
EUROPEAN POLITICAL SCENE. I AM PASSING THESE ALONG BECAUSE 

I REGARD HARMEL AS ONE OF THE MOST ASTUTE ELDER STATESMEN 
IN EUROPE AND A KEEN OBSERVER OF THE FRENCH POLITICAL SCENE. 

2. HARMEL TOLD ME FLATLY THAT GISCARD’S INITIATIVES TOWARDS 
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BETTER RELATIONS WITH THE US AND EUROPEAN UNITY HAD FAILED 
AND THAT THERE WAS NO LIKELIKHOOD THAT HIS POLICY CAN BE 
RESUMED. HARMEL REFERRED TO THE GROWING POLITICAL WEAKNESS 
OF GISCARD AND TO THE FLAGGING OF HIS ENERGIES, AS WELL AS 
TO THE ATMOSPHERE OF TENSION THAT EXISTS BETWEEN THE ELYSEE 
AND THE QUAI AND BETWEEN THE ELYSEE AND THE GAULISTS. 
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3. HARMEL FORESEES A POLITICAL TEMPEST ON THE HORIZON THAT 
BODES ILL FOR THE PRESENT POLITICAL ALIGNMENT IN FRANCE. 

HE SEES GISCARD SUFFERING A SERIOUS POLITICAL SETBACK THAT 
WILL LEAD TO A MAJOR REALIGNMENT OF POLITICAL FORCES. EMERGING 
FROM THE CHAOS, HE BELIEVES, WILL BE A NEW CENTER-LEFT COALITION 
OF RADICAL SOCIALISTS, SOCIALISTS, AND INDEPENDENT REPUB- 
LICANS. HE CHARACTERIZED THIS DEVELOPMENT AS THE HOPE NOT 
FOR TODAY BUT "FOR THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW.” 

4. HARMEL ALSO SUGGESTED THAT PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER SHOULD 
SEEK TO ESTABLISH CLOSE RELATIONS WITH THE FOLLOWING EUROPEAN 
POLITICAL FIGURES, WHOM HE CHARACTERIZED AS THE FIVE MOST 
IMPORTANT MEN IN EUROPE, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE: SCHMIDT, GISCARD, 
CALLAGHAN, KREISKY, AND BRANDT. (HARMEL OBSERVED THAT BRANDT, 
THOUGH NOT A BRILLIANT MAN, HAS A WIDER RANGE OF UNDER- 
STANDING THAN HAS SCHMIDT AND IS MORE POPULAR IN EUROPE AND 
GERMANY.) ACCORDING TO HARMEL, THE NEW PRESIDENT SHOULD SEE 
THESE MEN IN WASHINGTON, IN LEISURELY FASHION, AND TALK TO 
THEM ABOUT EUROPE WITHOUT PRESSING FOR IMMEDIATE, SPECIFIC 
ACTIONS. SUCH PRESSURE WOULD NOT BE HELPFUL AT THIS TIME. 

IN FRANCE, HARMEL ADDED, THE MOST VALID INTERLOCUTOR AT 
PRESENT IS BARRE, NOT GISCARD. BARRE IS SELFLESS AND STRAIGHT- 
FORWARD, AND POSSIBLY THE STRONGEST MAN ON THE FRENCH TEAM. 

5. FINALLY. HARMEL AGREED WITH ME ABOUT THE DEPLORABLE 
ATTITUDE OF ALLIED GOVERNMENTS TOWARD DEFENSE. HARMEL DE- 
SCRIBED THE PROBLEM TO BASIC POLITICAL WEAKNESSES, AND NOTED 
THE GROWING GAP IN BELGIUM BETWEEN EXPECTATIONS AND REALITY. 
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